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Common Language Infrastructure (CLI)
6th edition, June 2012



This Standard defines the Common Language Infrastructure (CLI) in which applications written in multiple high-level languages can be executed in different system environments without the need to rewrite those applications to take into consideration the unique characteristics of those environments. This Standard consists of the following parts:

	Partition I: Concepts and Architecture – Describes the overall architecture of the CLI, and provides the normative description of the Common Type System (CTS), the Virtual Execution System (VES), and the Common Language Specification (CLS).  It also provides an informative description of the metadata.
	Partition II: Metadata Definition and Semantics – Provides the normative description of the metadata: its physical layout (as a file format), its logical contents (as a set of tables and their relationships), and its semantics (as seen from a hypothetical assembler, ilasm).
	Partition III: CIL Instruction Set – Describes the Common Intermediate Language (CIL) instruction set.
	Partition IV: Profiles and Libraries – Provides an overview of the CLI Libraries, and a specification of their factoring into Profiles and Libraries. A companion file, CLILibrary.xml, considered to be part of this Partition, but distributed in XML format, provides details of each class, value type, and interface in the CLI Libraries.
	Partition V: Debug Interchange Format – Describes a standard way to interchange debugging information between CLI producers and consumers.
	Partition VI: Annexes – Contains some sample programs written in CIL Assembly Language (ILAsm), information about a particular implementation of an assembler, a machine-readable description of the CIL instruction set which can be used to derive parts of the grammar used by this assembler as well as other tools that manipulate CIL, a set of guidelines used in the design of the libraries of Partition IV, and portability considerations.


Consisting of XML specification, see also ECMA TR/84, see also ECMA TR/89, Common Generics.
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Cookie and privacy settings








Necessary cookies
Essential cookies are strictly necessary for the proper operation of our site. In particular, they govern the principles of navigation and memorize some of your choices between pages. If you refuse them, your browsing experience may be affected.



Analytics cookies
Analysis cookies collect statistical and anonymous information on the traffic recorded on our site. They help us to improve our pages, in order to better meet our users' expectations. If you do not want us to record your visit, you can disable this tracking.


Click to enable/disable Google Analytics tracking.



Additional services
We also use various external services such as Google WebFonts and Google Maps. These providers may collect data such as your IP address. If you deactivate these cookies, the appearance of our site may have a negative impact on your reading experience. Changes will take effect once you reload the page.  


Click to enable/disable Google Webfonts.


Click to enable/disable Google Maps.



Privacy policy
You can find out more about our use of cookies on our privacy policy page.




SaveDeactivate all cookies
Check to enable permanent hiding of message bar and refuse all cookies if you do not opt in. We need 2 cookies to store this setting. Otherwise you will be prompted again when opening a new browser window or new a tab.
Click to enable/disable essential site cookies.




 
 
 
































