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Foreword  1 

This multi-part Standard deals with Office Open XML Format-related technology, and consists of the following 2 

parts: 3 

¶ Part 1: "Fundamentals" 4 

¶ Part 2: "Open Packaging Conventions" 5 

¶ Part 3: "Primer"(this document) 6 

¶ Part 4: "Markup Language Reference" 7 

¶ Part 5: "Markup Compatibility and Extensibility" 8 
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Introd uction  1 

This Part is one piece of a specification that describes a family of XML schemas, collectively called Office Open 2 

XML, which define the XML vocabularies for word-processing, spreadsheet, and presentation documents, as 3 

well as the packaging of documents that conform to these schemas. 4 

The goal is to enable the implementation of the Office Open XML formats by the widest set of tools and 5 

platforms, fostering interoperability across office productivity applications and line-of-business systems, as 6 

well as to support and strengthen document archival and preservation, all in a way that is fully compatible with 7 

the large existing investments in Microsoft Office documents.8 
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 1 

1. Scope 1 

This Part contains a detailed introduction to the following Office Open XML topics: 2 

¶ WordprocessingML 3 

¶ SpreadsheetML 4 

¶ PresentationML 5 

¶ DrawingML 6 

¶ VML 7 

¶ Various shared MLs 8 

The organization of this Part is much the same as its corresponding reference Part, Part 4, and is intended as a 9 

gentle introduction to Part 4. 10 
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 2 

2. Introduction to WordprocessingML  1 

This clause is informative. 2 

This clause contains a detailed introduction to the structure of a WordprocessingML document.  3 

2.1 Stories 4 

A WordprocessingML document is composed of a collection of stories. Each story represents a distinct region 5 

of text within the document. The following kinds of region exist: comment (§2.14.5), endnote (§2.12.2), 6 

footer (§2.11.2), footnote (§2.12.1), frame, glossary document (§2.13), header (§2.11.1), main story (§2.2), 7 

subdocument (§2.18.2), and text box (§2.18.1). 8 

With one exception (a glossary document), all stories in a document utilize a common set of properties that 9 

determine the presentation of the contents of each story. These properties include font information, style 10 

definitions, numbering definitions, and document settings. 11 

2.2 Basic Document  Structure  12 

The main document story of the simplest WordprocessingML document consists of the following XML 13 

elements: 14 

¶ document τ The root element for a WordprocessingML's main document part, which defines the 15 

main document story. 16 

¶ body τ The container for the collection of block-level structures that comprise the main story. 17 

¶ p τ A paragraph. 18 

¶ r τ A run. 19 

¶ t τ A range of text. 20 

A run is a region of text in a story with a common set of properties. The text in a WordprocessingML document 21 

must be contained within one or more runs. A paragraph is a collection of one or more runs that is displayed 22 

as a unit. A run must be contained within a paragraph. 23 

Consider the following Main Document XML for a simple WordprocessingML document: 24 




