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Minutes of the: 97th meeting of the Ecma General Assembly 
held in: Budapest, Hungary 
on: 16 June 2009 
 

President: Dr. Weijenbergh (Philips), 

Secretary: Dr. Sebestyen (SG Ecma International) 

Attending: Ms Auber (HP), Mr. Breidthardt (IBM), Mr. Brookes (Sony), Mr. Chaplin (Samsung), 
Mr. Detrez (Intel), Mr. Elzinga (Ecma International), Dr. Hammer (Siemens), 
Mr. Horwat (Google), Mr. Lewis (Lexmark), Mr. Manabe (NEC), 
Mr. McAllister (Adobe), Mr. Neumann (as TC39 Chair), 
Mr. Nohnishi (Konica Minolta), Mr. Tsutsumi (Konika Minolta), Mr. Theis (Avaya), 
Mrs. Valet-Harper (Microsoft), Mr. van Bokhorst (Philips), Mrs. Walch (Ecma 
International),  

Apologies: Mr. Crockford (Yahoo), Mr. Yamashita (Hitachi), Mr. Sekiguchi (Fujitsu), 
Mr. Taniguchi (Pioneer), Mr. Rahgozar (Xerox) 

1 Opening 
Dr. Weijenbergh, President of Ecma, opened at 09:00 the 97th General Assembly meeting and 
welcomed all attendees. He asked delegates to introduce themselves. He asked Dr. Sebestyen 
to provide logistics for the meeting. 

Dr. Sebestyen has also taken this opportunity to thank Dr. Hammer for his hard work and 
dedication to Ecma both as longstanding TC32 Chairman and representative of Siemens to the 
GA. In both capacities he will be succeeded by Mr. Elwell.  

2 Call for Representatives (GA/09/073) 
Dr. Sebestyen proceeded to the call of the Ordinary Member Companies’ representatives, 
present or represented by Proxy to the SG. 

3 out of 20 Voting Intentions Forms (GA/09/073) have been returned. 

20 out of 20 Ordinary Member Companies were represented: 

Adobe Mr. McAllister 
Avaya Mr. Theis 
Canon Nothing received, default Proxy to the SG 
Ericsson Nothing received, default Proxy to the SG 
Fujitsu Per Email proxy to the SG 
Google Mr. Horwat 
Hewlett Packard Ms Auber 
Hitachi Voting Intentions Form 
IBM Mr. Breidthardt 
Intel Mr. Detrez 
Konica Minolta Mr. Nohnishi 
Lexmark Mr. Lewis 
Microsoft Mrs. Valet-Harper 
Philips Mr. van Bokhorst 
Pioneer Voting Intentions Form 
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Samsung Mr. Chaplin 
Sony Mr. Brookes 
Toshiba Nothing received, default Proxy to the SG 
Xerox Voting Intentions Form 
Yahoo Per Email proxy to the SG 

3 Approval of the Minutes of the 96th GA (GA/08/258) 
The minutes of the 96th GA meeting were approved unanimously without changes. 
Mr. Breidthardt requested the Secretariat to issue the clean text version (without the change 
marks) of the document as well. This was accepted. 

4 Matters arising from the Minutes not covered elsewhere 
None. 

5 Adoption of the agenda (GA/09/072-Rev1), new documents 
The agenda was adopted unanimously.  

6 Membership 
6.1 Applications (GA/09/059 – Information on new Ecma Applicants) 

6.1.1 Ordinary members (GA/09/004 – AMD) 
The application of AMD has been unanimously approved. 

6.1.2 SPC members (GA/08/154,  GA/09/074 – Company 100; GA/09/058 – Staff  
DotNet)  
Company 100 from Korea has been participating as guest in some TC39 meetings since 
the beginning of 2009. The application of Company 100 has been approved by 
19 members, Hitachi has abstained from voting. 

On the StaffDotNet application there was a long discussion, since this member was once 
already admitted to Ecma International in December 2007, but has terminated its 
membership early 2008, without paying the 2008 membership dues. Ms Valet-Harper, 
TC45 Chair, indicated that the company is an observer in TC45, and their contribution to 
the maintenance of ECMA-376 is very useful. 

The GA came to the conclusion that, in the future, the Ecma Secretariat - after having 
checked if the applicant did not have any outstanding payments from possible past 
membership vis-à-vis Ecma - should only submit those applications to the GA where such 
possible debts were paid off.  

It was brought up that “statute of limitations” should be taken into in account. “Statute of 
limitations” is (according to Wikipedia) a statute in a common law legal system that sets 
forth the maximum period of time, after certain events, that legal proceedings based on 
those events may be initiated. In civil law systems, similar provisions are usually part of 
the civil code or criminal code and are often known collectively as "periods of 
prescription" or "prescriptive periods." The Secretariat has to clarify such period for 
Switzerland.  

The application of StaffDotNet has been finally approved by 17 members under the 
condition that StaffDotNet pays also its outstanding 2008 dues. Google, IBM, Konika 
Minolta have abstained from voting. 

6.1.3 NFP members (GA/09/011 – University  of  South Florida;  GA/09/021 – 
Peking University ,  Inst i tute of  Computer Science & Technology) 
The application of both new NFP members has been approved unanimously. 
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7.6 TC38 - Product-related Environmental Attributes 
Activity report: TC38/09/027. 

In the meeting the future of the BAPCO agreement was discussed in detail. It has been 
agreed by the GA to vote on the termination of the BAPCO agreement: 

In favour: 17 
Against:  none 
Abstain:  none 

Not voted: 3 – Hitachi, Pioneer, Xerox 

7.6.1 Vote on: 
ECMA-370 4th edition: TED -                                        (GA/09/053 – TC38/09/025-Rev1) 

In favour: 20 - unanimous 
Against:  none 
Abstain:  none 

This Standard will be published as ECMA-370 4th Edition. 

7.7 TC39 - ECMAScript 
Activity report: TC39/09/027-Rev1. 

Ms Auber has reported that TC39 is working towards release of Edition 5 of the ECMAScript 
standard, according to Roadmap. The name “ECMAScript Edition 4” will be by-passed to 
avoid confusion in the marketplace. 

Plan: review and testing to be finalized in July 2009, GA approval in December 2009 (6 
months delays since the previous report to the December 2008 GA). 

In November 2009 in California a TC39 meeting co-located with W3C will take place, where 
W3C members will be allowed to participate. 

Status of “Decimal Addition” (proposal by IBM): 

Decision in November 2008 was taken to remove decimal from current release. 

Project slipped in December, noted in January. 

New final date was in March 2009, so no time to make changes to Decimal to correct 
concerns of the TC39 committee.  

ECMAScript is in final testing now and that will be completed in July 2009. 

Question will be studied by the TC39 committee for possible inclusion in the next revision to 
ECMAScript (edition 6), possibly as library function. 

Mr. Neumann the TC39 chair confirmed that currently the “Decimal Addition” is not 
supported by the majority of TC39 members. 

7.8 TC43 - Universal 3D (U3D) 
Activity report: TC43/09/004. 

TC43 made plans to address some aerospace industry requirements for support of Product 
Manufacturing Information (PMI) in model based definition datasets.  

To facilitate the addition of PMI into the U3D format, an eventual merge of Adobe PRC and 
U3D is being implemented. 

No new standard expected soon. 

Update: ISO TC 184/SC 4 has completed its assessment of U3D, and will officially request 
from Ecma the transposition of the Ecma U3D standard into ISO deliverable. 

 


